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INFORMATION ABOUT THIS PACKET

Before you choose to represent yourself in any action, it is strongly recommended that you
seek the advice of an attorney.

The forms included in this packet are for those litigants who choose to represent themselves in
court, pro se (without an attorney). The packet may or may not include all the forms you need

for your particular situation. Additional forms may be available upon request from the Clerk of
Court’s office.

It is up to you, the pro se litigant, to determine which forms are appropriate for your situation
and to fill the forms out completely and properly. It is also your decision whether or not to use
these forms. If you have any questions concerning your legal rights and remedies, please
contact an attorney.

The Clerk of Court’s Office and the Family Law Pro Se Coordinator cannot give you legal advice.
You are representing yourself and you alone are responsible for the correct completion and
filing of forms.

For a complete list of forms that are available through the Clerk of Court’s Office, please refer
to the Family Law Forms, Commentary and Instructions Book. For other information, refer to
the Florida Statutes and the Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR PRO SE

ABOUT LEGAL PROCEEDINGS:

= Apro se litigant is a person who represents himself on a legal matter without the legal advice and
representation of an attorney licensed to practice law.

= |tis highly recommended that you consult with an attorney before deciding to represent yourself in court.

= The Pro Se Coordinator nor the Clerk are attorneys and cannot give you legal advice, represent you in court, tell
you what to say, do or write, or tell you about your legal rights and remedies.

= The Pro Se Coordinator can give information and guidance on how the court systems works, what forms are
available for your use, local procedures for filing your forms and getting a hearing date and agencies in the
community that may be able to assist you.

= |tisthe pro se litigant’s responsibility to file the appropriate pleadings with the Clerk of Court, properly serve the
opposing party with a copy of all documents, and make sure that the other party is given sufficient notice of the
hearing.

= There is no confidential relationship between Family Law Pro Se Staff and pro se litigants.

ABOUT THE COURT HEARING:

= Be prepared to tell the Court what specific issues are to be addressed. It is recommended that you write down
all issues and concerns that you will need to know in court rather than rely on memory.

= The parties are not allowed to speak to each other. All questions and objections must be directed to the Judge.
Address the Judge as “Your Honor” and request permission to address the court before speaking. Do not talk

while the Judge is talking.

= Arrangements should be made in advance for the care of minor children. The court will not address family law
issues while the minor child(ren) are present.

= Be sure to dress appropriately. No shorts, flip flops, slippers, halter or low cut tops, tight or short skirts/dresses.

= All parties must maintain the utmost respect for the Court and each other at all times.

=  The Court will not tolerate emotional outburst. If you disagree with the Judge’s decision, refrain from yelling,
cursing, or making rude, threatening or other inappropriate comments.
CAUTION: The Judge can hold you in contempt of court for inappropriate actions or words, and you could be

find and/or incarcerated.



